
Staff Spotlight:  Meet Rebekah Bailey 

FMS Teacher Studies C. S. Lewis in Oxford, England  

Fisher Middle School teacher Rebekah Bailey was accepted to the Mississippi State's program for 

Teachers of English to travel and study C. S. Lewis and his works in Oxford, England this summer.  C. S. 

Lewis was a British writer and lay theologian.  He is best known for his works of fiction, The Screwtape 

Letters, The Chronicles of Narnia and The Space Trilogy. 

 

Lewis and follow novelist J. R. R. Tolkien were very good friends and both served on the English faculty 

at Oxford and were active in the informal Oxford literary group known as the Inklings. 

 

Ms. Bailey engaged in seminars presented by Lewis Scholars at Oxford, as well as took part in field trips 

to visit Lewis' home and favorite pub, The Eagle and Child, where the Inklings met and discussed 

literature, art, and philosophy. Ms. Bailey shared, “It was such an enriching experience to visit and 

collaborate with fellow English teachers from around the United States.”  
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Where do you teach and what grade level/courses?  How long 

have you been a teacher? 

I am a new 8th grade English Language Arts teacher at Fisher 

Middle School, and it is my first year as a lead teacher.   

  

What college or university did you attend and why did you 

choose that establishment of higher-education?  

I was lucky to attend two different universities in my course of 

study. I attended Mississippi State University and graduated from 

the University of Memphis. Mississippi State University had a 

great education department and provided great experiences 

with a large variety of students, but I transferred to the University of Memphis as they offered me a 

larger scholarship, and I was drawn to their English and Theatre departments.  

  

What made you want to become a teacher? 

I discovered my love for teaching in college. I always enjoyed school, and I have had a variety of 

different teachers who instilled in me a love of learning.  I, originally, thought I was going to be on 

Broadway, but the more I pursued professional theatre, the more it seemed to be a selfish endeavor, for 

myself. I did not want to have a life devoted to myself, and so I began to seek out teaching as a way to 

incorporate a desire to reach and inspire others as well as continuing to pursue those subjects, English 

and Theatre, that I have always loved.  

  

When a student leaves your classroom at the end of the year, what do you want them to remember 

most? 

I want them to remember that they are capable of exceeding their own expectations, and that their 

thoughts are valuable and able to make a difference in the world around them.  

  

  



What do you like best about Ewing? 

I enjoy the community! Everyone has been so welcoming, kind, and willing to help. I love working with 

those who are dedicated to their profession and passionate about their students.  

 

What do you think is the most important aspect of teaching? 

The most important aspect of teaching, to me, is enabling our students to pursue their passions. If they 

are interested in a subject, give them the tools and resources to continue to explore those interests and 

thus become life-long learners.  

  

  

What do you do outside of school?  

I enjoy baking (everything), reading, watching the Great British Bake Off, playing with my dog (Luna), 

and spending time with my husband and friends.  

  

Who or what has impacted your life in a positive way?  

My church community has really impacted my and my husband’s life the most since we moved here to 

the Princeton area. At the time, he was still in school, and I was a substitute teacher. It was a time of 

loneliness and financial stress, and they supported and guided us. We wouldn’t be here today without 

them.  

  

How do you define success?  

Success is doing your absolute best in every situation. As long as you put forth all the effort and love that 

you have, you have already succeeded - regardless of the technical outcome.  

  

What is the one thing people do not know about you that you would like to share?  

I am originally from Memphis, Tennessee! My husband and I moved to New Jersey four years ago when 

he was attending the Princeton Seminary. It was quite an adjustment to move so far away from our 

homes, but we really enjoy the directness of New Jersians, the lovely seasons, and the variety of 

different cultures and foods in the area.  

  

What is your favorite quote or book?  

“Words are, in my not-so-humble opinion, our most inexhaustible source of magic.” - J.K. Rowling, Harry 

Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone 

 


